Independent Prosecutor Could Embarrass Bush in Election Year 
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Senior House Democrats sig- 
naled yesterday that they will seek 
appointment oi an independent 
prosecutor to investigate the Bush 
administration’s dealings with Iraq 
before Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Such an investigation could be an 
acute election-year embarrassment 
for President Bush because it would 
probably focus on the roles of Clay- 
ton Yeutter, former agriculture sec- 
retary and now White House do- 
mestic policy chief, and Robert A. 
Mosbacher, former commerce sec- 
retary and now general chairman of 
the Bush reelection campaign. Both 
were in the Cabinet when their de- 
partments were providing aid to 
Iraq before the August 1990 inva- 
sion. 

The Democrats said several com- 
mittee investigations have un- 
earthed enough information about 
misuse of the federal farm credit 
program to finance Iraqi arms pur- 
chases, alteration of key documents 
and apparent administration efforts 
to mislead Congress to warrant ap- 
pointment of an independent coun- 
sel. 

“I firmly believe that violations of 
federal criminal laws have occurred 
and that these violations will never 
be completely investigated or pros- 
ecuted unless an independent coun- 
sel is appointed,” said Rep. Charlie 
Rose (D-N.C.), a senior member of 
the Agriculture Committee. 

At a Judiciary Committee hearing 


yesterday punctuated by partisan 
wrangling, Republicans accused 
Democrats of trying to “criminalize” 
flawed foreign policy decisions and 
playing election-year politics in an 
effort to embarrass Bush. 

But Democrats insisted' that their 
aim was to get to the bottom of de- 
cisions by several executive branch 
departments to back new loans to 
Iraq even after the country was 
clearly not creditworthy, alter Com- 
merce Department documents to 
disguise exports of military tech- 
nology and frustrate attempts by 
Congress to find out who was re- 
sponsible. They complained at 
length that the Justice Department, 
far from vigorously investigating 
allegations of wrongdoing, is bot- 
tling up the inquiry and helping oth- 
er departments conceal informa- 
tion. 

“The Department of Justice is 
progressing from foot-dragging to 
stonewalling,” said Banking, Fi- 
nance and Urban Affairs Committee 
Chairman Henry B. Gonzalez (D- 
Tex.). . 

“Some will say we’re playrng pol- 
itics,” said Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Jack Brooks (D-Tex.), 
“but the administration’s position 
only serves to inflame passions and 
. . . push the American people into 
deeper cynicism.” 

Under a law inspired by the Wa- 
tergate scandal and designed to 
prevent the executive branch from 
investigating itself, a majority of 
members of either party on the 
House or Senate Judiciary commit- 
tees can ask the attorney general to 


appoint an independent counsel, 
often called a special prosecutor. 
The attorney general need not do 
so, but must explain such a decision 
in detail to the committees. 

With the cigar-puffing Brooks 
presiding, yesterday’s hearing was 
clearly stacked against the Bush 
administration. The only witnesses 
were Senate Agriculture, Nutrition 
and Forestry Committee Chairman 
Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.) and three 
senior House Democrats: Rose, 
Gonzalez and Rep. Doug Barnard 
Jr. of Georgia. All have conducted 
inquiries into the $5 billion in loan 
guarantees extended to Iraq be- 
tween 1983 and 1990 by the Com- 
modity Credit Corp. 

The loans were made through 
the Atlanta branch of the Italian- 
owned Banca Nazionale del Lavoro. 
At a federal court hearing in At- 
lanta yesterday, the branch’s for- 
mer manager, Christopher Drogoul, 
pleaded guilty to 60 counts of a 
bank fraud indictment. But U.S. 
District Judge Marvin Shoob, ex- 
pressing the same frustration with 
his inability to obtain information as 
the congressional Democrats, 
joined the call for appointment of a 
special prosecutor. 

Brooks said the committee will 
not decide whether to ask for ap- 
pointment of an independent pros- 
ecutor until administration wit- 
nesses have an opportunity to tes- 
tify. But committee Democrats said 
there is strong sentiment on their 
side to proceed, over Republican 
objections. 



